
 

 

 
 

18 January 2018 
 
Cllr Stewart Young 
Leader, Cumbria County Council 
 
By email: Stewart.Young@cumbria.gov.uk 
 
UNACCOMPANIED ASYLUM SEEKING CHILDREN FUNDING SUPPORT  
 
I’m writing to let you know that earlier this week we announced £29 million of funding for local 
councils caring for Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children (UASC) across England. 
 
When the Controlling Migration Fund was launched in November 2016, we invited proposals from 
local authorities for projects to develop their capacity to support UASC. £8.9million has now been 
awarded to 32 lead authorities, although the reach goes beyond these to directly benefit over 80 
councils. These successful proposals have included a range of different initiatives including the 
provision of additional English language teaching to reduce the costs of translation and make sure 
young migrants can integrate into mainstream education; foster carer recruitment and training to 
ensure the often complex needs of these young people can be best met; and schemes targeted at 
young people who have left care and are waiting for asylum decisions or have leave to remain. If 
your authority has submitted a proposal officials will have been in touch with your officers 
separately.  
 
In addition, the Government has also committed an additional £20 million to build capacity across 
local authorities, including yours, who are currently caring for a significant number of these 
vulnerable children and young people and/or have volunteered to support the National Transfer 
Scheme. The indicative allocations are available here1 and final figures will be confirmed later this 
month ahead of payment.  
 
This additional funding recognises your local authority’s participation in the National Transfer 
Scheme (NTS). The NTS is a voluntary scheme and it is crucial that local authorities like yours 
continue to participate to help ease the burden on other local authorities who find themselves with 
large numbers of UASC in their care. It is important to remember that there are still hundreds of 
UASC in local authorities that are over the 0.07% threshold that underpins the NTS. I understand 
that your local authority has participated in the scheme and we would be keen to see that 
participation continue in the coming months.  We hope that this additional funding will help in 

                                            
1 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/29-million-extra-to-boost-councils-support-for-vulnerable-children 
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securing your continued future participation in the scheme and would welcome your officers 
engaging with your Strategic Migration Partnership about how you might be able to offer further 
and on-going support to the scheme. 

 
This money is available for you to decide how best you can strengthen and develop your current 
and future support for this vulnerable group of children and care leavers. You’ll know best what will 
have most impact in your area but it might include: 
 

 training staff in the particular needs of this group of children and young people, including 
enhancing age assessment skills  

 creating additional supported lodging placements,  

 recruiting and training more foster carers so that you build up you in house capacity for both 
unaccompanied asylum seeking children, and looked after children from the wider 
community 

 recruiting and training more social workers to support participation in the National Transfer 
Scheme and liaison with the National Transfer Scheme receiving local authorities to ensure 
the efficient and effective transfer of unaccompanied children 

 developing effective orientation approaches, including learning English, to facilitate 
integration and reducing burdens on the system further down the line 

 supporting entry into education 

 providing leaving care support for former UASC  
 
We have seen that some areas are already working together through their regional Association of 
Directors of Children’s Services and/or their Regional Strategic Migration Partnership to get the 
benefits of scale and sharing expertise to strengthen capacity and capability. We would encourage 
you to explore how you can work together with other authorities – sub-regionally, regionally or on 
common issues - to make the most of this one-off funding. 
 
We, like you, are keen to develop a shared understanding of how the best care and support can 
be provided as effectively and efficiently as possible. We will be following the CMF funded 
projects, and evaluating their impact. Similarly, we will be keen to understand how you have 
chosen to bolster your capacity, and the impacts that this has had on UASC and wider services, 
both in terms of improved outcomes and putting services on a more sustainable long-term basis.  
  
As you will be aware the Home Office has been conducting a wider review of UASC funding and 
many of you have submitted evidence for that Review. The Home Office hopes to announce the 
outcome of that review ahead of the start of the new financial year. 
 
If you have any questions about this funding please contact Alison Lyon or Rachel Pinfield through 
migrationfund@communities.gsi.gov.uk 
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